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From Rev. Ron Hayes 
Continue to Grow 

As our Lenten journey progresses (we are barely past the 
middle of Lent), consider it again a time for deeper reflec-
tion, prayer, service, and focusing on the joy of God's love 
and the hope of Easter. Rather than on abstinences, re-
straints, or the potential for ‘gloom & doom’ of the purple-
hued season. 
 

Reflect on the Journey: We are to remember that Lent is a 
time for spiritual growth and preparation for Easter, so 
take time to reflect on your journey so far and how you've 
been growing closer to God.  
 

“A note a day!” For each day remaining in Lent, through 
prayer, let the name of someone who has had an impact 
on your life in some way come to mind. Then take the time 
to write a handwritten note to that person. You will be 
amazed at the people that will surface: possibly one from 
your year in 3rd grade (a teacher?); to a cousin; to a pastor 
or Sunday School teacher; to a high school coach who had 
written you a note after a presentation or performance 
you gave at school. Send the notes without expectation of 
a response. Life is too short —we see that with Jesus—but, 
we have the opportunity to share our thoughts with those 
who have made an impact (some don’t even know it, until 
they receive the note). This embodies the idea of Lent: 
prayer—praying for a specific person each day; fasting—
fasting from negative thoughts; and almsgiving—sending a 
note with affirmations is a great gift to give. 
 

Embrace Joy: While Lent is often a time of penance and 
sacrifice, it's also a time of hope and joy, anticipating the 
resurrection of Christ.  
 

Looking at the lives of the saints, we see how joyful they 
were amidst their sacrificing. Any discomfort they had 
they offered to God, and the devil just could not prevail 
over them. This is what Lent is supposed to do for us too. 
We give up something good, like that extra half hour of 
sleep, to see that we don’t need it. This draws us closer to 
God as we see that He is all we truly need, and we subse-
quently become spiritually stronger and more free. 
 
Practice  the  Three  Pillars:   Remember  those  big   three  

pillars of Lent: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving? How they 
can help you deepen your relationship with God and serve 
others.  

 
Fasting allows us to make room in our hearts for Jesus, 
creating space to encounter him. Fasting doesn’t just have 
to be about food! (e.g. You could fast from screens, a spe-
cific show, gossip, etc.). Try adding more prayer to your 
day, whether it’s committing to a devotion practice and 
sitting with the Scriptures or adding an extra fifteen 
minutes of chapel time to your day. Almsgiving isn’t just 
about giving money! Almsgiving is simply encountering 
Christ by being generous with our time, possessions, and 
love as we connect with others.  

 
Focus on Jesus: Remember that Lent is not about what 
you give up but about focusing on Jesus and His teachings. 

 
The point is to look to Jesus, not to fixate on an ever-
growing anti-checklist of things not to do. It’s also not a 
chance to twist our arms into being better, more spiritual 
people. Lent is, in fact, not about us. It’s not about what 
we do, or how well we do it. If you find yourself with a 
spoonful of mint chocolate chip, you’re not a failure. 
You’re not less spiritual and Jesus doesn’t love you less. 
The point is not the ice cream or the spiritual feelings 
about the ice cream. The point is Jesus. 

 
Don't Be Discouraged: If you find yourself struggling, re-
member that Lent is a journey, not a race, and that God's 
mercy and grace are always available, even  

after Easter.  
 
Eventually, the bodily aches of fasting and abstinence give 
way to virtue. Although it may feel like we are taking 
something away from ourselves, it is better understood as 
a reorienting of our appetites in order to answer the call to 
holiness. The entire season of Lent calls us to this holiness. 
But its bookends are opportunities to shout down the 
rumbling stomach, stop aching for more luxury and exteri-

or focus; take away a few small comforts until you are left 
in the silence and beauty of interior freedom. 
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There will be moments when you want to give up, because 
chicken salad sandwich on a Friday; you will naturally turn 
on the hot water in the shower, or lay down on your 
mattress—“just for a moment”—and end up sleeping the 
night. None of that means you’ve failed, so keep going. 
When those moments come, remember the communion of 
saints and let those who have gone before us instruct and 
inspire, for they have faced the same difficulties and found 
the determination to overcome. And remember, in the 
words of St. Josemaría Escrivá, “A saint is a sinner who 
keeps trying.” 
 

Lastly, Continue to Grow: Use this time to continue to grow 
in faith, hope, and love, and to prepare your heart for the 
celebration of Easter and the continuing journey that 
comes after Easter. 
 

Peace and blessings, 
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Currently, in the way 

of food, we need  

C E R E A L , C A N N E D 

MEATS and CANNED 

FRUIT for the BLESSING 

BOX. Medium-sized 

boxes of cereal are best so they fit in the Blessing 

Box. The Missions Team has decided to also start 

giving out SMALL BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETER-

GENT, TOILET TISSUE, PAPER TOWELS, & DIAPERS, so 

we can also use these. Please drop off your do-

nations in Room 5, the Blessing Box Room, or the 

office. PLEASE NO EXPIRED/DENTED/OPENED/

UNLABELED CANS.  

MISSIONS 

Pastor Ron presented OMP, Ozark Mission Project, 
with a check from the Missions Team courtesy of gen-
erous folks like you. In the photo with Pastor Ron is 
Jules Anderson (left), their Director of Programs & 
Communication, and Bailey Faulkner (right), their 
Executive Director & CEO. 

 

Dear Bella Vista FUMC, 
 

Thank you so very much for your generous 
donations to UMCOR, both for Internation-
al and United States response efforts. Both 
are greatly needed and appreciated. 

 

Your kidness and generosity will help serve many in need 
of items and aid during crises. 
 

                                                         Thank you, Paula Irwin 
Global Ministries 
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MISSIONS 

On March 13, the Missions Team hosted our first St. Patrick’s Day Potluck and Soup Fundraiser for kids in 
need at Cooper Elementary School. Nine of its members made pots of soup that we tasted. We used $1 bills 
to vote on our favorites. Shari Vermett won the prized 1st-place ladle with her submission of Wild Rice soup! 
Mary Hixson came in 2nd with her Sausage Potato soup. And Amy Terry came in 3rd with her Potato soup. As 
usual, the food was aplenty and the fellowship was fun. Of course, we all enjoyed the Sophisticated Ladies’ 
Irish dancing too. Most importantly, we raised $737 that night for kids in need! Cooper Principal Maribelle          
Childress even stopped by for a few minutes to personally thank everyone for their contributions! Way to go, 
people of FUMCBV! 



 



 

APRIL 2025                                                          THE GOOD NEWS                                                           Page 7 

April 2025  Newsletter Financial Data     

information as of February 28, 2025  2025        2025 

  Actual         Budget 

Month of February Contributions (Income*)   $           36,077.18    $          45,916.66  

Month of February Expenses   $           38,353.65   $          45,377.50  

Difference       $           (2,267.47)       $                539.16 

     

Year to Date Income Contributions Only             $        323,110.75    $       367,333.28  

Year to Date Expenses    $        292,213.56   $       360,020.00  

Difference       $          30,897.19        $           7,313.28 

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest  (Fiscal Year started July 1.)   

4/02   Sue Prather 

4/03   Jim Bilyeu 

4/03   Dave Weber 

4/11   Ken Swanson 

4/12   Janet Boblenz 

4/12   Janice Lang 

4/16   Emmery Antoine 

4/16   John Zurn 

4/17   Marilyn Adams 

4/17   Therese Bivins  

4/24   Zach Lehmann 

4/27   Gerald Hatley 

4/28   Mark Richardson 

4/29   Jan Abbott 

4/30   Delores Grosnickle 

4/06  John & Sharon Lindsey 

4/20  James & Vicki Forrest 

4/20  Joe & Diane Verville 

4/21  Jeremy & Verla Shafman 

4/22  Galen & Teri Thiele 

4/26  Gary & Carol Tomlinson 
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Chatter BOX 
April Meetings 
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 Look Who Was in The Weekly Vista! 

Bella Vista Arts Council recognizes area artists 
Spotlight reception March 24 for first quarter honorees  By Cassi Lapp City of Bella Vista  

The members of the Bella Vista Arts 
Council are pleased to honor three 
artists for the spring 2025 Artist Spot-
light program: author Madi Love, 
painter Julie Gowing Hayes, and 
painter Nadine Kranz. 
These three artists join the 65 addi-
tional Bella Vista artists recognized 
since the program was launched in 
May 2018. 
 
The group will be recognized in a cer-
emony with Bella Vista Mayor John 
Flynn at a public reception at 5 p.m. 
Monday, March 24 at the Bella Vista 
Public Library, 11 Dickens Place. 
 
Julie Gowing Hayes 
Julie Gowing Hayes has always loved 
spending time in nature. Growing up 
on a farm in Southwest Iowa was in-
strumental in the development of her 
deep-rooted love for the outdoors. 

Her father's involvement in local con-
servation efforts through tree 
planting, watershed developments 
and improved farming techniques, 
along with her mother's love of gar-
dening and bird watching, taught 
Hayes a respect for the land as well 
as the trees, flowers, and wildlife it 
supports. 
 
Hayes began drawing at an early age, 
moving into watercolor and acrylics 
and later oils. During her 30-year ap-
parel career, she earned her Studio 
Art degree at Salem College, Winston
-Salem, NC. Through her love of 
painting outdoors she has met some 
of her best friends. Together they co-
founded the first organized plein air 
painting group in North Carolina. 
 
Today, Hayes' mediums of choice are 
oils and watercolor for representa-
tional paintings that sometime show 
hints of impressionism. Inspired by 
the light and color she sees in nature, 
she loves painting landscapes and 
florals from life. In the studio birds 
are her favorite, painted from her 
hundreds of reference photos taken 
through countless hours of bird 
watching. 
 
Hayes will often zoom in on her sub-
jects, treating birds more as portrait 
subject. She also likes to show them 
in their natural environment. Hayes 

rarely introduces people or man-
made structures into her composi-
tions. She has studied under Kathy 
Anderson, Scott L. Christensen, Al-
bert Handell, Frank LaLumia, John P. 
Lasater IV, and P.A. Nesbit. Infor-
mation: www.juliehayesart.com, 
www.threewhopaint.com. 
 
The Bella Vista Arts Council, an advi-
sory board to the City Council, was 
created by the City Council in Febru-
ary 2016 to help promote the arts in 
Bella Vista. Board members are De-
mara Titzer, Barbara Pelton and 
Laura Williams. 
 
The board established an Artist of the 
Month program in 2018, in which 
selected artists and their work were 
showcased and recognized monthly 
for their achievements. That program 
became a quarterly recognition 
called Artist Spotlight, and three sep-
arate artists are featured each quar-
ter. 
 
A committee chooses each quarter 
from qualified artists, who must be 
residents of Bella Vista. Submit nomi-
nations via email to:  
artscouncil@bellavistaar.gov. 
 
Cassi Lapp is the communications 
director for the city of Bella Vista. 
She can be reached at:  
clapp@bellavistaar.gov. 

Submitted photo JG Hayes  

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER 
PAUL HANCOCKS:  
Paul became a member of the FUMCBV family on Sunday, March 2, when 
he transferred from Keller United Methodist Church in Keller, Texas. He 
did move here from TX, but he was born in the UK so his accent will sur-
prise you! Paul & his husband, Mark, came to Bella Vista because Walmart 
relocated him. He enjoys the outdoors and camping. We look forward to 
getting to know him better. Give him one of those warm welcomes we’re 
famous for when you see him around. We’re happy to have you, Paul! 
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GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!  

In January when I was doing the newsletter article for February, I was look-
ing out my window seeing the beautiful white snow on the trees and bush-
es. Today, it is a March wind blowing so strong that the beautiful blooming 
trees, bushes, and flowers didn't know what hit them. March is the windy 
month!!! I am looking forward to a beautiful spring with April showers that 
bring May flowers. 

 
Our weekly Bazar Workshops are meeting every Thursday at 9 am till 2 p.m. Come join us and create items 
for the Bazar in October. All are welcome and there are jobs for everyone such as pressing material, cutting 
out items, sewing items, and stuffing items. Come when you can, stay as long as you want, bring a sandwich, 
and have lunch with the group. It’s a great opportunity to meet new friends! 
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR BAZAR PROJECTS: 

Regular quart jars and wide-mouth pint jars and ½-pint jars.  
 

Remember the UWF Rummage Sale is August 2nd.  If you are doing spring cleaning, put aside items that we can sell in 
our rummage sale. No clothes or large furniture, please. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

April 2nd  UWF Board Meeting 9:00am in the Parlor 

April 5th  “Welcome Home” Spiritual Growth Study, Clarksville, AR  10:00am-2:00pm. The speaker is Rev. Pam Estes.    
          Lunch is provided. Cost is $15.00. Judy Bilyeu needs to know right away to get you registered, if interested. 

April 13th  Palm Sunday 

April 17th  Maundy Thursday 

April 18th  Good Friday 

April 20th  Easter Sunday 
 

For questions or comments, call Judy Bilyeu 876-2345 or 721-9460.  

Our UMF is committed to helping local non-profits.  Come and be part of our Mission. All Are Welcome!   

Sarah 
Tuesday, 4/08,  

at 1:00pm in 
the Parlor 

“Indians, Trails,  
& Treaties”  

Naomi 
Tuesday, 4/15,  

at 1:30pm in 
the Parlor 

Call to Prayer &  
Self-denial 

 

Martha 
Monday, 4/21,  

at 9:30am in  
the Quilt Room 

Sunshine Bags for 
Cooper School  

 

Evening 
Thursday, 4/10,  

at 6:00pm in  
the Room 6 

Call to Prayer &  
Self-denial 

 

April 
UWF Circle 
Meetings 

SOLOS gives single ladies the opportunity to go out to eat and socialize. 
The next lunch meeting will be on Tuesday, 4/08, at 11:00am at Rosita’s. 
If you’d like to attend, please RSVP by Sunday, 4/06, to either Florence 
Hill at 479-855-0404 or Layne Anderson at 479-876-6780 so they can en-
sure everyone has a seat. All single ladies welcome! If you’re a single lady 
(widowed, divorced, etc.) & would like to join this group, let them know. You don’t have to 
be a church member to participate! 

S.O.L.O.S. April Meeting 
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We’re Here to Serve You 
 

Lead Pastor - Rev. Ron Hayes  
ron.hayes@arumc.org   (479) 366-9725 

Church Administrator - Amy Gilmore 
Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 

Music Ministries Director - Dr. Lawrence Zehring 
Organist/Accompanist - Lamar Puckett 

Praise Band Leaders - Rick & Gloria Atha 
 

 

Phone: (479) 855-1158 
www.fumcbellavista.com 

facebook.com/fumcbv 

 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday  
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: TUESDAY, 4/22  

First United Methodist Church  
20 Boyce Drive  

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys  
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to  

Pastor Ron at his email: ron.hayes@arumc.org or call him: (479) 366-9725.  
You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary, 

Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.  
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall  

and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.  

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER: 

 
THANK YOU, W, J, C & D 

ROOFING/J & W FLOORING! 
 Weldon Hyde & Jim Bilyeu were at it yet 
again. This time, they got Weldon’s son, 
Derek, and grandson, Christian, to help out. 
In fact, they even talked Christian into getting 
on the roof to make some much-needed         
repairs! He painted the steeple while he was 
up there too! Check him out in the photos        
below. The guys also cut back some tree limbs 
that were allowing critters to get on the roof.  
 Jim & Weldon also recently replaced the          
carpet in the Youth Room downstairs with 
some of the new remnants from the Sanctu-
ary. It looks so much better now. Way to go, 
guys! Thanks for all you do!  

http://www.fumcbellavista.com
https://facebook.com/fumcbv
mailto:ron.hayes@arumc.org
mailto:andrea@fumcbellavista.com

