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Holy Week LEGO Diorama 

built by Ryker Mendoza 

Ryker Mendoza, Jon and Jessica's 9-year-old son, built a diorama 
of the events of Holy Week entirely out of LEGOS! You can see 
Jesus on the donkey walking across palm fronds. The Last Supper 
scene is amazing. He even made a food display. He also  made 
the Garden of Gethsemane, the scene of Jesus' arrest. Of course, 
he included the cross and the tomb. But it's not just any tomb, it 
actually opens! We are just marveling at his creativity and           
ingenuity. Thank you, Ryker, for sharing your talents with us! 
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From Rev. Ron Hayes 
Continue Being the Best “Wonder Bees” (WB’s) 

The month of May brings the beauty of God’s 
Creation to life in all the various flowers blooming 
everywhere. A vital part of this wonderful ecosys-
tem is the worker bee going from bloom to 
bloom. Can you see the bee working on the left 
purple coneflower in the picture? The variety and 
bright colors of the different flowers tend to hide 
the great and necessary work the bee is doing.  
 
As we are now in a time of transition, I want to 
share with everyone a piece of the response I 
gave to this question posed to me recently, “How 
is this church doing?” Most of the time, people 
(which includes denominational/conference lead-
ership, pastors, lay leaders, and other church 
members) would expect a response about num-
bers revolving around membership, worship ser-
vice attendance, and of course the financial 
health for the most recent months. Those num-
bers are like the wildflowers in the picture. When 

they bloom together, each with its own color and 
form, they represent the hoped-for vitality in lo-
cal ministry. My response wasn’t about those 
numbers though. Instead, it was about the buzz-
ing of the large number of worker bees in and 
around the building and in our community every 
day. 
 
It is a genuine re-centering of connectional minis-
try at the small group level. The WB’s, the Wesley 
Bands, could also be called the “Wonder Bees”. 
We are gathering together and connecting in 
worship, discipleship, Word & Sacrament, and in 
life. It’s not about church leadership directing and 
controlling but quite the opposite – it’s less about 
pastoral leadership and so much more about con-
nection and living into an entirely fascinating and 
active congregational life. It is going from here to 
there and back doing the essential work of weav-
ing a bond with all of those around us. Assisting 
and receiving until all are part of the body of faith 
is our calling. The buzz is loud and constant. Each 
group lives into its own spirit-led ways of being 
United Methodists and showing radical hospitali-
ty to all of Bella Vista. Each one makes room for 
new spirit-led differences and letting go of forced 
uniformity. With less oversight, there’s faster and 
more significant accomplishments achieved al-
ready. And the Bella Vista WB’s are just getting 
started. This church and this community need to 
have a focus on sharing the love with each other, 
bonding together to share it across our great 
community – today, tomorrow, next month and 
next year! 

Peace and blessings, 
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Are you looking for a “hands-on” mission project? Our church is 
scheduled to work at the Helping Hands Resale Shop in Bentonville on 
Saturday, May 17. The indoor work is from 12:00pm to 4:00pm and 
includes cashiering, bagging the customer’s purchases, or roaming the 
sales floor to clean and tidy up or perhaps put out items. (It’s a great 

way to do a little shopping at the same time – at half price!)  If you’re feeling strong, 
they can always use help out back receiving donations either in the morning or 
afternoon. For questions, speak to Verna Bottjen, 876-1392.  

 

Help us provide 200 sacks of food per month for Cooper Elementary School kids 
in need. We’ll also continue to feed the kids over the summer. Your quarters 

help us accomplish that goal. Deposit them in the big, clear plastic Snack Packs 
tube located on the table in the Becker Hall hallway or the one in the narthex. 

This month, we need PROTEIN, LIKE CANNED MEATS, PEANUT BUTTER, 

& MAIN DISHES (LIKE HORMEL COMPLEATS) for the BLESSING BOX. 

Medium-sized jars of peanut butter are best so they fit in the Bless-

ing Box. We’re also giving out SMALL BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETER-

GENT, TOILET TISSUE, PAPER TOWELS, & DIAPERS. Please drop off your 

donations in Room 5, the Blessing Box Room, or the office. PLEASE 

NO EXPIRED/DENTED/OPENED/UNLABELED CANS AS ALWAYS.  

MISSIONS 

HELPING HANDS WORK DAY 
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Missions Team member, Shari Vermett, presented 
Cooper Elementary School with a check for $1,100 
for kids in need. The check total included the pro-
ceeds from the St. Patrick’s Day Soup Fundraiser we 
had in March. Shari is pictured above with some 
very happy Cooper  students! 

If you put  
anything in  

the dumpster, 
be sure to  

CLOSE IT so 
critters don’t 

get in. THANKS! 

 
After being a faithful, active FUMCBV member for many years, 
Phyllis Widle moved to Olympia, WA, to live with her daughter, 
Lisa, on April 30. We will all miss her musical talents and sweet, 
joyful personality. On Sunday, April 27, we had a going away        
celebration with a special cake for Phyllis between services. She 
thanks everyone for attending, and for the good wishes and cards. 
Phyllis’ new address is: 3646 Kinsale Ln SE, Olympia, WA 98501. 

WE’LL MISS YOU, PHYLLIS!  

 THANKS AGAIN, W&J SERVICES! 
 Weldon Hyde & Jim Bilyeu recently spent a 
week grinding the grout of the floor in the narthex 
to clean it up. Weldon also repaired a malfunction-
ing HVAC unit. Jim fixed one of the parking lot 
lights and unclogged one of the office restroom 
sinks. There were also various light bulbs around 
the church they replaced. For volunteers, Jim & 
Weldon are almost always at the church working 
to keep this old building going. We could not   
complete our important work if it weren’t for the 
two of them! We appreciate you, guys! 
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May 2025  Newsletter Financial Data     

information as of March 31, 2025  2025        2025 

  Actual         Budget 

Month of March Contributions (Income*)   $           45,076.83    $          45,916.66  

Month of March Expenses   $           37,862.61   $          45,377.50  

Difference       $            7,214.22       $                539.16 

     

Year to Date Income Contributions Only             $        368,187.58    $       413,249.94  

Year to Date Expenses    $        330,076.17   $       408,397.50  

Difference       $          38,111.41        $           4,852.44 

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest  (Fiscal Year started July 1.)   

5/04  Lou & Judy Kaufmann 

5/08  Darrell & Verna Bottjen 

5/16  James & Amy Gilmore 

5/19  Billy & Sandra Beverage 

5/19  Jon & Frances Holman 

5/22  Artie & Marian Lawless 

5/24  Rex & Denise Waller  

5/26  Tommy & Lynn Runnels  

5/27  Terry & Cynthia Augspurger 

5/31  Harry & Kandi Mount 

5/02   Kathy Easterling 

5/04   Jon Holman 

5/08   Jenna Gilmore 

5/08   Arlyn Richardson 

5/08   Phyllis Widle (92!) 

5/09   Ashley Antoine 

5/09   Jon Baker 

5/09   David Frisby 

5/09   Jean Justice 

5/09   Rick Mayes 

5/11   Genie Schupp 

5/15   Jessica Mendoza 

5/15   Nancy Spangler 

5/16   Mary Hixson 

5/18   Marian Lawless  

5/18   Diane Warren 

5/19   Roy Vogel (94!) 

5/20   Cheryl Campbell 

5/21   John Justice 

5/23   Lara Sandusky 

5/23   Gale Thiele 

5/25   Denise Waller 

5/27   Evelyn Weigel 

5/28   Jeneda Mickelson 

5/31   Larry Marshall (91!) 
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Chatter BOX 
May Meetings 
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Chatter BOX 
 WB Chill used the time at their April 10 meeting constructive-

ly and washed all the atrium windows ahead of the UMM 
Pancake Breakfast and the Holy Week and Easter services. 
What a great way to serve your church! Thank you, WB mem-
bers, John and Mary Hixson, Ted and Julie Lasher, and Don 
and Susan Clemons! 

 
Several members of the WB Acorns have spent      
considerable time recently cleaning the pews in the 
Sanctuary. That is no easy task, so a BIG THANK YOU 
to Lou and Judy Kaufmann, Linda Clausen, Pat Fox, &  
Gerald Hatley! We appreciate your service! 

 
The WB Dreamers all brought quarters to their April 21 
meeting for our Snack Packs for Backpacks endeavor. 
In total, they donated 364 quarters totaling $91! What 
an awesome, yet easy way to make a difference in the 
community. The Snack Pack tubes are always out for 

people to put their quarters in, but what a difference a small chal-
lenge to a small group of people can make! They plan to pick a dif-
ferent mission to focus on each month. May’s will be the Blessing 
Box, so members are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items 
to the next meeting. WB Dreamers also has a special community 
outreach  planned for early June. Be on the look out for details soon. 



 

GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!  

We are all enjoying the beautiful spring weather and we thank God for the much 
needed rain this past week. We are so blessed to live in Northwest Arkansas and 
enjoy the natural beauty.  
 
Weekly bazaar workshops are continuing every Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm in 

the basement of the church.  It is a great time to meet and share ideas for the bazaar held in October. If you enjoy sew-
ing, we could use your help with items being prepared for the bazaar. Come join us on Thursday mornings. 
 

Remember the UWF Rummage Sale is August 2nd.  If you are doing spring cleaning, put aside items that we can sell in 
our rummage sale. No clothes or large furniture, please. If you cannot hold them until the end of July, call Ver-
na  Bottjen and she will help find a place to store them. 
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR BAZAR PROJECTS: 

Regular quart jars and wide-mouth pint jars and ½-pint jars.  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

May 4th  Social Action Zoom Webinar at 3:00p in the Parlor 

               Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 

May 7th  UWF Board Meeting 9:00am in the Parlor 

June 1st  Farewell Party for Pastor Ron & Julie 11:30am in the Parlor 

June 22nd  UWF Sunday 

June 25th  Unit Meeting & Luncheon 11:30am in Becker Hall 
 

For questions or comments, call Judy Bilyeu 876-2345 or  
721-9460. Our UWF is committed to helping local non-profits.   
Come and be part of our Mission. All Are Welcome!   
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Evening 
Thursday, 5/8,  

at 6:00pm in  
Room 6 

 Sarah      
     Tuesday, 5/13, 

at 1:00pm  
at the BV  
Museum 

Naomi 
Tuesday, 5/20,  

at 1:30pm in 
the Parlor 

Martha 
Monday, 5/19,  

at 9:30am in  
the Quilt Room 

Shoebox  
Ministry  

May 
Circle  

Meetings 

SOLOS gives single ladies the-
opportunity to go out to eat 
and socialize with each other. 
This month, SOLOS will carpool 
from the church to Chicken   
Salad Chick for dinner on Tuesday, 5/13, at 4:00pm. 
We will arrive by 5:00 so we’ll have plenty of time 
to get home before dark. RSVP by Sunday, 5/11, to 
either Nancy Spangler at   876-6751 or Anne Kelly 
at 479-367-9609 so they can ensure everyone has a 
seat. All single ladies are  welcome! If you’re a single 
lady (widowed, divorced, etc.) & would like to join, 
let them know! You don’t have to be a member of 
the church to participate. 

S.O.L.O.S. May Meeting 
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We’re Here to Serve You 
 

Lead Pastor - Rev. Ron Hayes  
ron.hayes@arumc.org   (479) 366-9725 

Church Administrator - Amy Gilmore 
Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 

Music Ministries Director - Dr. Lawrence Zehring 
Organist/Accompanist - Lamar Puckett 

Praise Band Leaders - Rick & Gloria Atha 
 

 

Phone: (479) 855-1158 
www.fumcbellavista.com 

facebook.com/fumcbv 

 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday  
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: TUESDAY, 5/19  

First United Methodist Church  
20 Boyce Drive  

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys  
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to  

Pastor Ron at his email: ron.hayes@arumc.org or call him: (479) 366-9725.  
You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary, 

Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.  
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall  

and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.  

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER: 

 

Bob Vermett and Artie Lawless spent a couple of 

days cleaning out really old electronic components, 

computers, and just junk from the communications 

office. Tons of old technology had been stacking up 

in there for years. They went through and sorted 

things, pulled out hard drives, and  drilled into 

them to destroy 

them. They took 

a few truckloads 

of junk to an 

electronics recy-

cling facility in 

Rogers. This has 

been on our list 

for a while to do, 
but none of us 

had the time to 

get it done so 

this was a huge 

help to the office. 

Thanks so much, 

Bob and Artie! 

B.A.D. 

(BOB & ARTIE DISPOSAL) 

http://www.fumcbellavista.com
https://facebook.com/fumcbv
mailto:ron.hayes@arumc.org
mailto:andrea@fumcbellavista.com

