FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of BELLA VISTA

The Good News

JULY 2025
WELCOME OUR NEW PASTOR, REV. ALLEN CRUM!

Pastor Allen moved here from El Dorado First UMC in El
Dorado, Arkansas. He has been married to Consuelo, affection-
ately known as Conny, for the past 17 years. Although they
don’t have any human children, they do have a 14-year old
miniature poodle fur baby named Henry.

Pastor Allen’s educational background includes attending Val-
ley High School in West Des Moines, lowa; Arkansas Tech
University, Russellville, Arkansas; & Asbury Theological Semi-
nary, Wilmore, Kentucky. He also completed the Emotionally
Healthy Leadership course in 2024 at Perkins School of Theol-
ogy - Spiritual Director training & Adaptive Leadership.

His appointment History includes Associate Pastor at Paragould
First UMC; Calico Rock/ Spring Creek; Huntsville/Presley
Chapel; Fairview UMC, Camden, AR; Whlte Hall UMC; Harrison First UMC; El Dorado First
UMC.

Interests/Activities/Hobbies: “One of my biggest passions is cooking. I love to experiment
with new things and recipes. I hunt, but not as much as I used to; and I enjoy fishing, both fly
fishing and regular. I would love to start playing golf again. I like being outdoors: hiking,
biking, and camping.”

Religious or Civic Affiliations: Pastor Allen was an active member in the El Dorado Rotary
Club, and a past member of Harrison Rotary Club. He has also been a member of Kiwanis
Club in both Huntsville and Camden.

“I am most excited to get to know the people of FUMC Bella Vista and explore together how
we can become a welcoming presence in the community. One thing I love to do is become
involved not just in my local congregation but also in the greater community through civic
organizations. I look forward to learning more about your hopes and dream for the future as
well as getting to know you individually. One of my passions is helping people grow in their
faith and see God in the everyday activities. Helping people grow is a love of mine.”

Pastor Allen and Conny moved to BV last week, and he started in the office Tuesday, July Ist.
His first official Sunday preaching for us will be July 6. When you see either of them, be sure
to introduce yourselves. Welcome to the FUMC BV family, Pastor Allen and Conny! We look
forward to getting to know you better.
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From Rev. Allen Crum:
“A Joyful Beginning”

Dear Friends at FUMC Bella Vista,

Greetings from both my wife, Consuelo (or
Conny, as most call her), and me! As we prepare
to begin this new chapter of ministry with you on
July 1, we are filled with joy, gratitude, and eager
anticipation. What a blessing it is to be appointed
to serve such a faithful and welcoming communi-

ty.

Conny and | have been married for 17 years and
have lived all over Arkansas as well as Wilmore
Kentucky. We met in 2006 in a small village off
the Amazon River; yes, there is a lot more to that
story but we’ll save it for later. We don’t have
children, but we do have a 15-year-old miniature
poodle named Henry. We both love to travel and
experience all the world has to offer.

From the moment we learned about FUMC Bella
Vista, we sensed a spirit of warmth and deep-
rooted faith. We already feel so welcomed and
are excited to become part of the life and rhythm
of this congregation. What Conny and | are most
looking forward to is getting to know each of
you—your stories, your passions, and your hopes
for the future of our church.

One of the great joys in beginning this journey is
seeing the solid foundation that has already been
laid. Pastor Ron’s leadership, particularly through

gust—not only to introduce myself, but to listen,
learn, and build genuine connections with you.

As we begin, my heart’s desire is to be present
with you, to discover alongside you where God is
leading us, and to faithfully walk that path
together. Conny and | are both excited to find
ways to be involved in the life of the church and
the community, and we can’t wait to see how our
gifts might complement the good work already
happening here.

We are honored to join you in this season of
ministry and excited to see what God has in store
for all of us at FUMC Bella Vista.

With gratitude and joy,
Rev. Allen Crum (and Conny too!)

the development of the “WB Groups,” has clearly ==

made a meaningful impact. The level of participa-
tion in those groups is a testament to your com-
mitment to growing together in Christ. | hope to

visit each of the WB Groups during July and Au- ¥
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QQ& MEEr," Finance

by @ Meeting

UL Sunday, 7/13, If

WEDNESDAY, Y TRUSTEES MEETING
oon at 12:15pm SUNDAY, 7720,

IN ROOM 6 in the Parlor 12:15PM PARLOR

Wednesday, 7/23, at
m 6:00pm in Becker Hall

Council Members, please attend as this
will be Pastor Allen’s first Council Meeting.

THE OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED
THURSDAY, 7/3,

IN HONOR OF

INDEPENDENCE DAY

* % Y Kk Kk
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Thank You o

Dear Trlendsr To my church family,
Thank you so much f’or the b[ythday cards Thank you all so much for the love and concern, cards, and

Pt prayers extended to me during my husband’s illness and
and Thinking of You cards you have been ..,

: - . /

Sendlnq to my new home 4 waShlnqton° ) It has been a very difficult journey, my caring for Earl. 'm
am sett[ing in m'cely, but ) miss all of you. grateful and blessed to have such caring folks to lean on.
Still watching services on the screen | aiso want to thank Pastor Ron, Amy, & Andrea for their help

ma/ces me ’ceel lzke ) am at home Lisa is putting the service together. Thanks also to Lamar Puckett,
¥ Jon Mendoza, and Judy Bilyeu and her helpers with the

taking good care of me, and her % dogs  reception and luncheon.

love me! The love and support shown to me and my family are so very

Love you all much appreciated.
y ) N mﬂj{ 74m k

Phyllis Widle F\

96th Bn'thday i 1414 3 e
Celebration 8 439 § \,
- = : SR
Sunday, July e, 0 j V). 9. 5
-
) ’-Ul"’*” i g\%ﬂ

Power of O

The concept is really quite simple. Fold a ’ —— e :

one-dollar bill lengthwise like in the pics On Sunday, June 15, we gol to celebrate
above and place it in the offering plate. The Dee Pranke’s 90th Bithday duning the
billP’s unique fold will signal the Finance team cobpee ellowship hour belween sewices.

that it is meant to be used for local missions
only. Because $1 is just $1 until it’'s added t;lee had a beaudijul cake “‘w‘”“d with
to a bunch of others, then it becomes lovely (lowens that she shared with us. We

a tool for local missions. hepe you had a Happy Binthday, Dee!
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BRING A FRIEND!

COME JOIN OUR NEW SINGLE
MEN’S GROUP (WIDOWED/
DIVORCED/ETC.) FOR LUNCH IN
/ THE PARLOR THIS MONTH ON
THURSDAY, 7/24, AT 11:00AM.

TO INSURE HE HAS ENOUGH FOOD FOR

We owe another Thank You to
W§&J SERVICES!

Weldon Hyde & Jim Bilyeu recently added more
skills to their repertoires. Weldon & Jim caught and
relocated some raccoons who were getting into
the ceiling from the roof. They also put together
the new tables, lamps, and plants stands in the
narthex. Weldon installed some of the new lighting
fixtures in there as well. He also repainted Pastor
Allen’s office to get it ready for him to move in.

The amount of work these two do around here for EVERYONE, CALL STEVE LARSEN AT
free is truly astounding. Thanks, guys; we really
appreciate everything you both do! (479) 367-0934 TO ATTEND.

Thank You fo the Grounds Crew’

Some folks have mentioned to Amy how good the grounds look right now
and we totally agree. From the butterfly bushes to the giant magnolia
blossoms on the tree, and everything in between, they all look amazing.
Thank you to everyone who pitches in to make the church look so inviting
outside: Bob Vermett, Galen & Teri Thicle, & Marian Lawless. If we’ve
missed anyone, we apologize. Since we don’t always get to see everyone
working outside, Bob was the only one we managed to snag a photo of.
Special thanks to Mary Hixson for watering the plants in the narthex, for
helping Amy pick out new pots for them, and for repotting all of them
with John’s help. Another thank you to Weldon for drilling the drain
holes in the bottom of the new ones too.

METHODIST MEN’S GOLF
EY‘E‘RY MONDAY,; TUESDAY & THURSDAY Tl;’.RU@S»HMMR

CALL ARTIE LAWLESS  CALL CHET:GAMPBELL CALL DARRELL BOTTJEN
TO PLAY MONDAY'S TO PLAY TUESDAYS TO PLAY THURSDAY'S
479-212-4995 479-876-5172 479-876-1392

@ _JULY TEE TIMES "=

TUESDAY, JULY THURSDAY, JULY 17
12:30PM BERKSDALE 8:00AM SCOTSDALE

THURSDAY, JULY 3 MONDAY, JULY 21
8:00AM KINGSWOOD 9:30AM SCOTSDALE

MONDAY; JULY. 7 = TUESDAY, JULY 22
10:50AM DOGWOOD 8:25AM BRITTANY

TUESDAY, JULY 8 THURSDAY, JULY 24
11:00AM SCOTSDALE 8:00AM DOGWOOD

THURSDAY, JULY 10 MONDAY, JULY 28
8:00AM BV CTRY CLUB - 10:00AM DOGWOOD

M !
The Meth.odlst Men's Ttnesday 9-Hole Golf Group MONDAY, JULY 14 TUESDAY, JULY 29
played their last game with Pastor Ron on Tuesday, 11:40AM KINGSWOOD  10:00AM DOGWOOD
June 17. They said gOOdbye and gave him a SpeCial TUESDAY, JULY 15 THURSDAY, JULY 31
golf ball with his name on it as a going-away gift. 12:20PM DOGWOOD 1:00PM BV CTRY CLUB
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§* JULY ANNIVERSARIES *3
7/01 Rick & Gloria Atha 7/08 Bill & Jane Potts 7122 Sean & Kristin Crider
7/01 Mike Roth & Cathy Luck 7/17 Maci & Rick Echols 7/125 Ed & Barb Jenner
7/02 Jon & Jessica Mendoza 7/17 Ron & Julie Hayes 7/30 Rick & Dena Mayes

7/06 John & Mary Hixson 7/20 Stan & Melodee Neukircher

§* JULY BIRTHDAYS ‘%

7/01 Sue Nebrig 7/09 Mike Roth 24 7117 Verle Shoemaker (92!)
7/03 Mary Ann Kennedy 7/10 Layne Anderson 7119 John Hixson
7/05 Sandy Fitch 7/10 Carol Pennington 7119 Noah Pittman
7/05 Pat Fox 7/11 Leota Rowlison 7120 Teri Thiele
'@ 7/05 Lou Kaufmann (91!) 7/113 Stanley Neukircher 7124 Rachel Smith
~ 7/05 Vicki Schroeder 714 Claude Starr 7125 Steve Bivins
%5 7107 La Von Fryer (931) 715 Merle Lantz 7/26 Ron Hayes
7/08 Chet Campbell 715 Tommy Runnels 7127 Brad Leisinger
7/09 Jennifer Lehmann 716 Ken Hammarstrom 7/30 Melodee Neukircher
€5 7/09 Carmen Phillips (96!)  7/17 Carol Zurn 7131 Pamela Pittman

June 2025 Newsletter Financial Data

information as of May 31, 2025 2025 2025
Actual Budget

Month of May Contributions (Income*) 35,198.42 45,916.66

Month of May Expenses 38,100.25 45,377.50

Difference (2,901.83) 539.16

Year to Date Income Contributions Only S 444,860.68 505,083.26
Year to Date Expenses S 413,844.58 499,152.50
Difference S 31,016.10 5,930.76

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest (Fiscal Year started July 1.)
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we CHATTEr BOX

July Meetmgs

© MEETS THIS MONTH ON WEDNESDAY,
\  7/23, AT 8:00AM TO CARPOOL

FROM CHURCH TO FIRST WATCH ¥
% *"’ ¥ ‘. -

on Thursday,
| 7/24, at 8:30am
sl at Buttered Biscuit
iZ8d on Airport Bilvd.

Doors Open
at 9:00 AM

Agape Shepherd meets this month
Group meets on i on Wednesday,
Saturday, 7/12, at 'DWnem 7/16, at 1:00pm
Rosita’s at 10:00am. in the Parlor
Thursday, 7/17, Monday, 7/21,
W8
ST at 6:00pm at 11:30am
| at Pineville at Bella Vista
Bowling Alley Country Club
~ we SHEPHIERD CROUP T meet this month

o on Wedhesday,
"™ 7/23, at 5:30pm

t K [ ] I [ ] N [ ] ' y
(Keepers in Mission) at Gusano’s

We have a Potluck & Games Night
every Monday evening at 5:00pm in the
Parlor/Chapel. Join us for cards, board games,
dominoes, etc. We will find a game for you or
teach you a new one. Bring a dish to

share and your table service. For info,
call Mabel Ashline: (563)505-6975.

| As Pastor Allen gets situated and becomes comfortable with everything
around here over the next couple of months, the office staff appreciates

your patience and understanding about our operating hours. The office
opens at 9:00 am, so the church doors will be unlocked shortly before
' unless arrangements are made ahead of time. Thank you for your help in

spreading the word within your groups. BVPS is still closed for the summer,
so you can’t enter the building early downstairs without a key.
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MISSIONS

R - B]essmg School is still out for the summer, so the need is greater than usual. Right now,
7, - ﬂ”s?? we need CREAMY PEANUT BUTTER, PROTEIN (like canned meats), MAIN DISH-
!ﬂ ES (like Hormel Compleats), MAC & CHEESE IN A CUP, RAMEN NOODLES,

> FOOd CANNED FRUIT OR FRUIT COCKTAIL, POP TARTS, CEREAL, AND SHELF-STABLE

/ COHeCtIOD MILK (like Parmalat) for the BLESSING BOX. Medium-sized jars of peanut but-
ter and boxes of cereal are best so they fit in the Blessing Box. We're also giv-

ing out SMALL BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETERGENT & BODY WASH OR SOAP, TOILET TISSUE, & PAPER

TOWELS. Please drop off your donations in Room 5, the Blessing Box Room, or the office. PLEASE NO
EXPIRED/DENTED/OPENED/UNLABELED CANS.

Our Mission of the Quarter is Saving Grace which serves
young women ages 18-25 who have aged out of foster
care or are facing homelessness. We provide safe housing
in a dorm-style setting and offer each young woman
educational assistance, career guidance, coaching,
counseling, and more. Girls in our program are taught
essential life skills like money & time management,
cooking & meal planning, relationship skills and car care.
; We provide personalized coaching that can help girls

achieve milestones like getting a drivers license, getting a
SAVING %W . . . . .

job, purchasing a car, getting an education, starting a

savings account, and more!

CARE & SHARE IRt iosiitioinins

This summer, we are helping Cooper Elementary
TRAI L E R School to provide families with much-needed

groceries. On June 11, Shari Vermett of the
Missions Team delivered enough food on our
behalf to make up 23 bags! In the summer months,
Donate ANY used kids aren’t getting meals during the day at school

like they normally would, so this is a tremendous
goods o.n Monday, 7/21, help to families in need. Snack Packs for Back Packs
starting at 8:00am

is about more than just giving snacks to

in the parking lot. kids. Your quarters help us feed children

and families in need. Deposit them in the

big, clear plastic Snack Packs -
= tubes located on the table in /

t® | the Becker Hall hallway or the {5

| one in the narthex. \
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o GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!
' United
y 4

We hope you are enjoying your summer. In July and August, there are no circle

" .*‘, WO men meetings or board meetings.

N FCI lth Some may not know the women of the church work all year around in some way.
We do help with funeral receptions and lunches all year long. UWF sixteen ladies
bake cakes every other month for the community meal at the Rogers Methodist church on Sunday nights.

We're getting closer to Rummage Sale time, folks! It will be the first Saturday of August — the 2™ this year. We have
been doing this for many years, and everyone has been so helpful in making these events a success with incomes in the
thousands. Hopefully, we can do it again this year. So be thinking about all that STUFF you really don’t need or use any-
more and set it aside to bring in the week before, July 28" through the 31°%". For the last few years, we have been sup-
plementing our congregation’s donations with leftovers from neighbors’ yard sales and other misc. donations. So if you
see or hear of someone else who has “extra stuff’, ask them if they would consider giving it to us. My crew and | will
even be happy to come haul it away for them. So, if you are interested in helping in any way, please call me, Verna
Bottjen, at 876-1392.

Bazaar workshops meet every Thursday morning from March through September from 9:00 to 2:00 downstairs in the
Quilt Room. Come join in during these hot days to make projects to be sold at the bazaar. It is nice and cool in the Quilt
Room downstairs. The Annual Bazaar is the first Saturday in October, the 4™, Mark your calendars!

The July/August edition of Response magazine is in the library. This issue is strongly urging UWF and others to learn
about all our sisters in Christ that are standing up and making their voices heard about the injustices around the
world. They are seeking justice for women, children, and youth who are being exploited. These women have decided
that women's voices are as strong as male voices when speaking for improvements for the forgotten.

We were treated to a delightful message from Lynn Baker, District UWF President, on UWF Sunday as she reminded us
of our UWF purpose: to be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in global ministries of the church. We also enjoyed the UWF women's choir who performed our
special music.

ITEMS NEEDED FOR BAZAAR PROJECTS:

Black or silver snaps.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

July 3" OFFICE CLOSED in honor of Independence Day
July q" Independence Day

%5 NO
July/August
UWF Circle
Meetings

July 6™ Pastor Allen Crum’s 1% Sunday preaching
July 28"-31% Bring your rummage sale items to the church

For questions or comments, call Judy Bilyeu 876-2345 or
721-9460. Our UWF is committed to helping local non-profits.
Come and be part of our Missions. All Are Welcome!
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It's Time for the Rummage Sale!
Come get your yummy orange rolls
& cinnamon rolls! Enjoy lunch
& SHOP ‘til you drop!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 8:00AM-1:00PM

*Cash and checks accepted. Credit cards accepted
thru PayPal (you must have a PayPal account).
All proceeds go to UWF mission efforts.

TABLE SET-UP IS AFTER CHURCH SUNDAY, JULY 27.

RUMMAGE SALE SET-UP IS
MONDAY, JULY 28-THURSDAY, JULY 31!

Sorters/Pricers needed on those days.
Just show up from 9am-4pm & we’'ll put you to work.

**BRING YOUR SAVED ITEMS IN FOR THE
SALE ON JULY 28-31 FROM 9AM-4PM.**

We need volunteers (men)_to help tear-down tables and put
the church back together after the sale on August 2 at 1:30.

Call Verna Bottjen 876-1392 if you are willing and able to help out.

NN R TR R
e United Women of Faith Mile of Pennies —~
WOW! You've donated $290.73! Keep those pennies coming! :
Put them in the jug in the narthex. All pennies will go to A
help the women and children of Benton County V




‘L First United Methodist Church 3
4& [ 20 Boyce Drive ') headingstrong

Bella Vista, AR 72715 ~
www.healingstrong.org

HealingStrong is moving on

We’re Here to Serve You
Tuesday, August 5™ at 6:00pm to:

Lead Pastor - Rev. Allen Crum
allen.crum@arumc.org (479) 445-0968

Church Admiinistrator - Amy Gilmore Springcreek Fellowship

Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 2120 W. Emma
Music Ministries Director - Dr. Lawrence Zehring Springdale, AR
Organist /Accompanist - Lamar Puckett
Praise Band Leaders - Rick & Gloria Atha For more info, please contact:
Phone: (479) 855-1158 Stephanie Tyler, Leader
www.fumcbellavista.com c c
facebook.com/fumcby stephanietylernd@gmail.com

(479) 409-4054
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday WHEN: 1* Tuesdays starting in August

7:00am-4:00pm LOCATION: Springcreek Fellowship
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MONDAY, 7/20 | TIME: 6:00PM-7:00PM

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER:

b

iE =
CARING®® i

meets thls month on
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT
GROUP MEETING V\{Ieodggﬁ'-da); g(/)‘? from
MEET THIS MONTH am- pm in
ON WEDNESDAY, 7/2, Becker Hall.

AT 12:30 PM IN THE PARLOR
*NO RESPITE CARE THIS WEEK

PRAISE REPORTS &« PRAYER REQUESTS

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to
Pastor Allen at his email: allen.crum@arumc.org or call him: (479) 445-0968.
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You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary,
Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall
and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.
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