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Pen from the Pulpit 
by Rev. Allen Crum 

Looking Back with Gratitude,  
Moving Forward in Hope 

 

As we step into November, I find myself reflecting on 
the incredible ways we’ve seen God at work through-
out our Your Part in God’s Story series. Over these 
past weeks, we’ve been reminded that every moment 
matters, that each of us has a unique role to play, 
that generosity fuels God’s mission, and that we’re 
truly better together. 
 
What’s been most inspiring is seeing those truths 
come to life in real ways—through your stories, your 
acts of service, your prayers, and your willingness to 
grow. From Sunday worship to small group conversa-
tions, it’s been clear that God is shaping something 
beautiful here at Bella Vista First UMC. You’re not just 
hearing the story—you’re living it. 
 

November Worship Focus: Faith That Endures 
 

This month, our worship journey takes us into a series 
of messages that remind us how faith carries us 
through life’s transitions, fears, and seasons of 
change. November begins with All Saints Sunday, a 
day to honor those who have gone before us and 
whose faith continues to shape us (Hebrews 11:32–
12:4; 1 John 3:1–3). We’ll remember the saints not 
with sadness, but with gratitude—celebrating the 
truth that we’re part of their ongoing legacy of faith. 
 
From there, we’ll move into messages of courage, 
renewal, and hope: 
 
• On November 9, we’ll hear from Haggai 1:15b–

2:9, where God calls us to face our fears with 
fresh courage, trusting that the Lord stands be-
side us even when the odds seem against us. 

• On November 16, we’ll explore Isaiah 65:17–25 
and discover new purpose in the later seasons of 

life. “Rethinking Old Age” reminds us that every 
generation has a role to play in mentoring, serving 

      and building the future of the church together. 
• On November 23, we’ll listen to Luke 1:68–79 and 

the Blessing of Zechariah—a reminder that God’s 
promises still shine in dark times and that His 
blessings often come as light after a long night. 

 
These weeks will lead us beautifully toward Advent, 
beginning November 30, when we’ll turn our hearts 
toward waiting and watching for Christ’s coming once 
again. 
 

A Season to Remember, Rejoice, and Rebuild 
 

November is more than a month of thanksgiving—it’s 
a season for remembering where we’ve been, rejoic-
ing in what God is doing, and finding courage to     
rebuild what lies ahead. Whether it’s facing fears, 
finding new purpose in later years, or holding on to 
hope when life feels uncertain, this month’s messag-
es remind us that faith is never static—it grows,     
endures, and shines. 
 
Let’s continue to be a church that remembers the 
saints, faces challenges with courage, and lives with 
expectancy for what God is doing next. As we close 
one season and prepare for Advent’s light, may our 
faith remain strong and our gratitude deep. 

 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Allen 
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Chatter BOX 
November Meetings 

ARE ANY OF THESE KITCHEN 
ITEMS YOURS?  

 

If you identify one of these as 
yours, please reclaim it and take 

it home. You will find them on 
the kitchen counter.  
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Missions Team members, Ted & Julie Lasher, presented Boys & 
Girls Club of BV Unit Director, Becca Christie, & Program Manager, 
Maddie Delurey, with a check for $750 for the purchase of a new air 
hockey table from their wish list. As you can see on the right, they 
did indeed get the air hockey table for the kids. According to Becca, 
the kids are referring to it as “the coolest thing ever!” She went on 
to say the kids love it and are having an absolute blast playing with 
it. Becca extended her thanks for the gift. 

 

Bella Vista Cemetery Association Columbarium Capital Campaign 
 

The Bella Vista Memorial Garden Cemetery, located at 34 Buckstone Drive, is currently conducting a capital campaign to raise mon-
ey for a new columbarium.  
 

A columbarium is an above ground structure that contains numerous small compartments called niches designed to hold the cremains 
(ashes) of the deceased. It provides a lasting and peaceful resting place in a beautiful setting and a space for the family to memorial-
ize and connect with their loved ones.  
 

The cemetery is almost out of available niches at the present time. The cost of a new 480-niche col-
umbarium, estimated to provide spaces for approximately 10-12 years, is $250,000. The Cemetery 
Board of Directors is committed to ensuring available on-going space to meet the needs of the com-
munity, but your help is needed!  
 

Any donation to support this project would be deeply appreciated. Checks should be made payable 
to: BVCA Capital Campaign, P.O. Box 5723, Bella Vista, AR 72714.  
 

Thank you for your help! Please contact the cemetery manager, John Kittelson at 479-304-593 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH, 3:00PM 
IN THE SANCTUARY 
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November 2025  Newsletter Financial Data     

information as of September 30, 2025  2025        2025 

  Actual         Budget 

Month of September Contributions (Income*)   $           37,386.16    $          48,333.34  

Month of September Expenses   $           36,891.57   $          48,368.34  

Difference       $                494.59       $                (35.00) 

     

Year to Date Income Contributions Only            $         116,960.88   $       145,000.02  

Year to Date Expenses   $           74,362.61   $          96,736.68  

Difference       $           42,598.27       $           48,263.34 

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest  (Fiscal Year started July 1.)   

11/03 Frances & Gil Temple 

11/21 Noreen Poor & Tex Foster 

11/22  Bob & Shari Vermett 

11/23  David & Cherise George 

11/01   Maryann Johnson 

11/01   Amy Terry 

11/05   Darrell Bottjen 

11/06   Vicki Forrest 

11/07   Jeremy Shafman 

11/08   Paul Healy 

11/13   Leroy Handel 

11/13   Nancy Veach 

11/18   Elaine Klein 

11/22   Paul Hancocks 

11/22   Pamela Palasty 

11/22   Dick Schupp 

11/25   Cathy Luck 

11/26   Rene Bladon (91!) 

11/26   Sharon  Lindsey 

11/27   Verna Bottjen 

11/30   Drew Beisswenger 

11/30   Charles Crider 

11/25  Ken & Jean Swanson 
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As always, we need proteins, cereal, and milk right now. CREAMY  PEANUT 

BUTTER, PROTEIN (like canned meats), MAIN DISHES (like Hormel Compleats), 

MAC & CHEESE IN A CUP, RAMEN NOODLES, CANNED FRUIT OR FRUIT COCK-

TAIL, POP TARTS, CEREAL, AND SHELF-STABLE MILK (like Parmalat) are all wel-

come for the BLESSING BOX. Medium-sized jars of peanut butter and boxes 

of cereal are best so they fit in the Blessing Box. We’re also giving out SMALL 

BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETERGENT & BODY WASH OR SOAP, TOILET TISSUE, & PAPER TOWELS. Please drop 

off your donations in Room 5, the Blessing Box Room, or the office. PLEASE NO EXPIRED/DENTED/

OPENED/UNLABELED CANS AS ALWAYS.  
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GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!  

It was a busy fall for everyone at First United Methodist Church. I am just amazed at 

how many functions we held in September and October thanks to the UWF and 

UMM members who work so well together. The community of Bella Vista certainly 

knows about our church and its activities.  

Maybe November will be a little less hectic and we can just relax and focus on being very thankful for all the things the 

Lord provides for us. Remember to thank Him for all your BLESSINGS. And, enjoy the fall weather, the cooler tempera-

tures, and beautiful fall foliage. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

November 1st  Arkansas Conference Annual meeting  

November 2nd Cakes baked for Rogers FUMC Food Ministry  

November 5th UWF Board Meeting 9:30 a.m.  in Parlor    
 

For questions or comments, call:  

UWF President, Judy Bilyeu, 876-2345 or 721-9460.  
 

Our UWF is committed to helping local non-profits. You too can 

become a member of UWF and make a difference in someone’s 

life.  

 

All Are Welcome! You do not have to be a church member to join. 

Sarah 
Thursday, 11/11,  

at 1:00pm in 
the Parlor 
World Thank 

Offering 

Evening 
Tuesday, 11/13, 

at 6:00pm in  
Room 6 

World Thank 
Offering 

 

Martha 
Monday, 11/17,  

at 9:30am in  
the Quilt Room 

World Thank 
Offering 

Naomi 
Tuesday, 11/18,  

at 1:30pm in  
the Parlor 
World Thank 

Offering 

 

Nov. 
Circle  

Meetings 
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Each of these ladies has been a UWF member for 50+ 
years. In total, the entire Unit’s active membership spans 
1,564 years which is completely amazing! In the photo, 
from left to right, at top: Vicki Forrest, Judy Bilyeu, Jan 
Kolbe, Cathy Luck, Jean Justice, Diane Verville, & Karen 
Roenfeld. On the bottom row are: Carol Tomlinson,      
Barbara Brooks, and Florence Hill. 

UWF 50+ Year Members 
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We’re Here to Serve You 
 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Allen Crum  
allen.crum@arumc.org   (479) 445-0968 

Church Administrator - Amy Gilmore 
Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 

Music Ministries Director - Lamar Puckett 
 

 

Phone: (479) 855-1158 
www.fumcbellavista.com 

facebook.com/fumcbv 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday  
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  
MONDAY, 11/17  

First United Methodist Church  
20 Boyce Drive  

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys  
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to  

Pastor Allen at his email: allen.crum@arumc.org or call him: (479) 445-0968.  
You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary, 

Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.  
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall  

and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.  

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER: 

 
Look Who Was in The Weekly Vista! 

Gerald Hatley works on a watercolor painting 
Wednesday during a Plein Air Painters of the Ozarks 
paint session at Tanyard Creek Park in Bella Vista. 
The Plein Air Painters of the Ozarks, founded in 
2003, is a group of painters from around Northwest 
Arkansas that paint together outdoors. The group 
meets weekly at various locations around Northwest 
Arkansas before enjoying lunch together nearby. 

Art al Fresco 

http://www.fumcbellavista.com
https://facebook.com/fumcbv
mailto:ron.hayes@arumc.org
mailto:andrea@fumcbellavista.com

