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Pen from the Pulpit 
by Rev. Allen Crum 

June marks a season of gratitude and celebration in 
the life of our church. This month, we give thanks 
for 50 years of faithful ministry in the Bella Vista 
community. For half a century, generations have 
gathered here to worship, serve, pray, learn, and 
share the love of Christ with neighbors and friends. 
Countless lives have been touched through the ded-
ication, generosity, and faithfulness of this congre-
gation. 
 
As I have spent time reading through the historical 
records of our church, I have been amazed to see 
how God has worked through the people of this 
congregation across the decades. What began with 
a dedicated group of approximately 53 people 
meeting above the historic Hill and Dale Restaurant 
eventually grew into the church we know today. In 
just a few short years, the congregation experienced 
significant growth and, by 1980, membership had 
expanded to more than 400 people. 
 
Like all of Northwest Arkansas, our church has expe-
rienced many seasons of change over the years. Yet 
through every season, one defining characteristic 
has remained constant: a commitment to welcom-
ing and caring for others. 
 
In 1980, the church adopted a congregation-wide 
covenant expressing its desire to be an inclusive 
church. The covenant stated: “We, the members of 
the Bella Vista United Methodist Church, in keeping 
with the historic vision and mission of our Christian 
faith expressed in our tradition and in the continued 
affirmations of our church, do hereby declare our 
intention to become, and be, an inclusive church. 
We take inclusive to mean a church without ethnic 
or gender boundaries.” 
 
That welcoming spirit continues to shape the life of 
our congregation today—not only in words, but in 

the ways people are cared for, encouraged, and in-
vited into community. In a world that often feels 
divided and disconnected, the church still has the 
opportunity to be a place where people encounter 
grace, belonging, and genuine Christian love. 
 
It is important to remember that fifty years repre-
sents far more than buildings or membership num-
bers. It represents baptisms and funerals, weddings 
and confirmations, prayers prayed in hospital 
rooms, meals shared during difficult seasons, mis-
sion projects, Bible studies, choir rehearsals, and 
countless quiet acts of compassion that may never 
appear in any church history book, yet have shaped 
lives for generations. 
 
This anniversary month also marks a personal mile-
stone for me as I complete my first year of ministry 
alongside you. It has been a year filled with new 
friendships, shared joys, meaningful worship, and 
moments of growth. I am deeply grateful for the 
warmth, encouragement, and support you have ex-
tended to both Conny and I throughout this first 
year together. 
 
The story of First United Methodist Church Bella 
Vista is still being written. My prayer is that future 
generations will one day look back on this season 
and see a congregation that continued to love bold-
ly, serve faithfully, welcome generously, and follow 
Christ with hope and courage into the future. 
 
 

Celebrating our 50 Years, 
Pastor Allen 
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All of us are indebted to the past…to those who pre-
cede us. We drink from wells we have not dug. We 
enjoy liberties we have not won. We share faith whose 
foundations we have not laid. 
 
And at the same time, all of us are seeds of the fu-
ture…of those who succeed us.  We dream dreams. 
We see visions. We hold convictions. We make deci-
sions through a glass darkly. Their fruition is one we 
know only others who follow us shall behold. 
 
Bella Vista First United Methodist Church started our 
endowment in November 1997 by Pastor Wendell 
Dorman and Chairman Rod Alford.   
 
The 12/31/25 market value balance of the endowment 
fund is $1,813,327. First United Methodist’s, current 
income of $38,386 with disbursements of $0, account 
service charge ($8,784) and investment performance 
$185,790. The available income is $113,860.   
 
It is intended that income of the Fund is not used for 
ongoing church operating expenses.     Rather, the un-
designated income earned by the Fund shall be allocat-
ed to assist in the maintenance, welfare and improve-
ment of the buildings and property of a capital nature. 
To assist in the ministries of the Church with consider-
ations towards new and/or exploratory ministries. 
  

Projects supported by income on principal have in-
cluded the following: Painted front and west side of 
the church, several HVAC’s, grease trap, Congrega-
tion Care Ministries, carpet Sr. pastor’s office, and 
repaving and stripping of the lower parking lot.   
 
What can you do about the endowment fund? The 
laws of the land permit every person to choose how to 
dispose of his or her worldly possessions. Law, cus-
tom, and conscience say that it is right and proper for 
us to make grateful gifts to those dear to us. Tax laws 
make giving to the church both economical and phil-
anthropic. By your giving, you can benefit many oth-
ers while securing happiness and satisfaction for your-
self. 
 
The endowment fund is a unique vessel of Christianity 
stewardship beyond one’s lifetime     toward the mis-
sion and ministry of Bella Vista First United Method-
ist Church by generations beyond our own. We hope 

you consider a gift at the right time and way for you…
informed, of course, by appropriate legal and financial 
counsel. 

 
Blessings,  

Dave Broers, Chairman 
Endowment Committee 

An Endowment Committee Article 
from Dave Broers, Endowment Committee Chair 



 

 

 

Even during the summer, we provide sacks of food for Cooper Elementary 
School kids in need. Your quarters help us accomplish that goal.  

Deposit them in the big, clear plastic Snack Packs tube located on  
the table in the Becker Hall hallway or the one in the narthex.  

The tubes have been empty lately more often than not. 
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Chatter BOX June Meetings 

 

WB Dreamers brought food & other items for the Blessing 
Box to their May 14 meeting. Pictured left to right in the 
2nd photo are Suzanne Miltich, Artie Lawless, Terry Davis, 
Sue Nebrig, Shari & Bob Vermett, Marian Lawless, Carmen 
Phillips, Diane Verville, & Linda Davis. The 1st photo is of 
their Blessing Box haul! Thank you, Dreamers! 



 

 

SOLOS gives single ladies the opportunity to go out to eat and socialize with 
one another. This month, SOLOS will meet for lunch at Gusano’s on Friday, 
6/12, at 11:00am. RSVP by 6/11, to either Layne Anderson at 381-2022 or Nan-
cy Spangler at 876-6751 so they can ensure everyone has a seat. All single (widowed, divorced, 
etc.) ladies are welcome! You don’t have to be a church member to participate. 

S.O.L.O.S.  
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Senior Sunday 
On May 17, we celebrated our     
three graduates: Charles Crider,     
Jenna Gilmore, & Max Rankin. 
Each one was recognized by 
Pastor Allen & gifted a Bible 
from the UWF presented by     
Judy Bilyeu during first service. 
We were  also treated to special 
music by Charles. We continued  
the celebration with cake after! 
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June 2026  Newsletter Financial Data     

information as of April 30, 2026  2026        2026 

  Actual         Budget 

Month of April Contributions (Income*)   $           35,488.06    $          48,333.34  

Month of April Expenses   $           39,265.71   $          48,368.34  

Difference       $            (3,777.65)       $                 (35.00) 

     

Year to Date Income Contributions Only            $         392,145.35   $       483,333.40  

Year to Date Expenses   $         385,993.88  $       483,683.40  

Difference       $             6,151.47       $              (350.00) 

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest  (Fiscal Year started July 1.)   

6/01 Dennis & Kathy Eckard 

6/01 Jill & Richard Hale 

6/01 JD & Gladys Jutte  

6/01 Roy & Janice Vogel 

6/24 Brian Hennings & Nancy  Noyes 

6/27 Jim & Sue Prather 

6/27 Arlyn & Linda Richardson 

6/04 Jim & Paula Phillips  

6/21 Mark & Ruth Richardson 

6/22 Rick & Rose Taylor 

6/23 Noah & Pamela Pittman 

6/15   Sandy Larsen  

6/15   Jan Vogel (93!) 

6/19   Kandi Mount  

6/21   Cyndie Jacks 

6/23   Frankie Rankin 

  

  

6/01   Rick Taylor 

6/03   Carol Tomlinson  

6/06   Addie Beiter  

6/07   Barbara Machemehl 

6/08   Marcia Bohn (95!) 

6/09   Judy Bilyeu  

6/09   Zach Mendoza (15!) 

6/10   Allen Crum 

6/11   Jerre Barron (93!) 

6/11   Laura O’Malley  

6/12   Angie Rader  

6/12   Miriam Stocks (92!) 

6/13   Susan Boyles 

6/15   Judy Duncan 



 

 

GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!  

 

Summer is just around the corner and people are travelling and coming to visit beauti-

ful Northwest Arkansas. Each Circle will meet for lunch this month. They will not meet 

in July or August. 
 

It is a great time to get caught up on your reading. Our church library has many good books to choose from and many 

categories.  They will also take book or magazine donations. If you drop off either, please put your name on your dona-

tion and let us know if you want the items back if they cannot be used. 
 

Bazaar workshops continue to meet every Thursday from 9:00-2:00 downstairs in the quilt room.  
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR BAZAAR: 

Regular and large-mouth quart and pint jars  

½-pint jars 

Lids and rings for the jars 
 

For questions or comments, call President Judy Bilyeu at 479-876-2345 or 721-9460.  
 

Dates to Remember:  

June 14th UWF Sunday   

June 24th UWF Unit Meeting & Luncheon 11:30am Program from Ronald McDonald House representative 

August 1st Annual Rummage Sale 8:00 am - 1:00 pm  
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Martha 
Monday, 6/15,  

at 11:30am at  
Little Sugar Bistro 

(call Marian Lawless 
for a ride) 

Naomi 
Tuesday, 6/16,  
at 11:00am meet 
at Bella’s Table in 

Bella Vista 

Sarah 
Tuesday, 6/9,  
at 12:30pm at  

Highlands Pub in  
Bella Vista 

Evening 
Thursday, 6/11,  
at 5:00pm meet 

at church to carpool 
to HoneyPop’s in 

Anderson 

June 
UWF Circle 
Meetings 
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 School is out, so there is a great need for food: SHELF-STABLE MILK 

(like Parmalat), CEREAL, POP TARTS, PROTEINS: PEANUT BUTTER, 

CANNED CHICKEN, VIENNA SAUSAGES, SPAM, HORMEL COM-

PLEATS. (Please get the medium-sized jars of peanut butter and 

boxes of cereal so they fit in the Blessing Box.) PAPER TOWELS, 

TOILET PAPER, SMALL BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETERGENT & HAND 

SOAP. Please drop off your donations in Room 5 (the Blessing Box Room) or the office. 

AND, AS ALWAYS, PLEASE NO EXPIRED, DENTED, OPENED, OR UNLABELED CANS. THANK YOU 

to the WB DREAMERS for their recent donation! 
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NEW MEMBER 

GARY BOYLES 

On Sunday, May 17, Gary Boyles joined our family. He is Susan Boyles’      

husband and Frankie Rankin’s dad. You may remember Susan and Frankie 

both joined on February 22. Gary is retired and lives right here in BV in a         

3-generation household with Susan and the Rankins. We’re so happy to have 

their whole family be a part of ours!  
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We’re Here to Serve You 
 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Allen Crum  
allen.crum@arumc.org   (479) 445-0968 

Church Administrator - Amy Gilmore 
Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 

Music Ministries Director - Lamar Puckett 
 

 

Office Phone: (479) 855-1158 
www.fumcbellavista.com 

facebook.com/fumcbv 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday  
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

***NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  
MONDAY, 6/15***  

First United Methodist Church  
20 Boyce Drive  

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys  
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to  

Pastor Allen at his email: allen.crum@arumc.org or call him: (479) 445-0968.  
You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary, 

Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.  
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall  

and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.  

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER: 

http://www.fumcbellavista.com
https://facebook.com/fumcbv
mailto:ron.hayes@arumc.org
mailto:andrea@fumcbellavista.com

