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Pen from the Pulpit 
by Rev. Allen Crum 

This past Sunday, July 26, I was talking about 
odd sayings, and another one came to mind: 
the dog days of summer. You know, those 
days when it’s supposedly hot enough to “fry 
an egg on the sidewalk.” That got me won-
dering where the phrase came from. Appar-
ently, it dates back to an ancient belief that 
the rising of Sirius—the “Dog Star”—
coincided with the hottest days of summer. 
Now you know! 
 
While that’s a completely random bit of in-
formation, there’s something that’s been on 
my heart for a while that I’d like to share. It 
may seem trivial to some, but it can be 
hurtful to others. 
 
One of the greatest challenges on Sunday 
mornings is being fully present with each 
person while also juggling countless details 
in my mind. I’m thinking about the sermon, 
remembering visitors’ names, checking on 
someone recovering from a procedure, and 
making sure everything is ready for worship. 
Hopefully, you get the picture. 
 
With all of that running through my mind, I 
sometimes miss saying hello to someone—
even if they’re standing right beside me. It’s 
never intentional, but it does happen from 
time to time. If I’ve ever unintentionally 
overlooked you, please know it was never 
deliberate. If you’ve been that person, I sin-
cerely apologize from the bottom of my 

heart. This congregation has found a very 
special place in my heart, and I truly appreci-
ate each and every one of you. 
 
I also wanted to share a few upcoming op-
portunities in the life of the church. Some-
time in August, I will begin meeting with the 
Nominating Committee as we begin the 
work of identifying people to serve on our 
various committees. These include Trustees, 
Finance,  Staff-Parish  Relations,  the  Church 
Council, and several others. We will also be 
seeking someone to serve as our next 
Church Historian. Jill Hale has faithfully 
served in this role for some time and feels 
it’s time to hand the reins to someone else. 
If serving on one of these committees inter-
ests you, please let me know in person or 
leave me a note on your Connect Card. 
 
That’s all for now. I hope everyone stays safe 
during these dog days of summer. Before 
long, cooler weather will be on its way. 
 
 

Blessings for the Journey, 
Pastor Allen 
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To schedule an appointment, go to www.cbco.org/donate-blood 
or call the church office for help scheduling. 
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Chatter BOX August Meetings 

 

WB KIM visited the Children & Family Advocacy 
Center in Little Flock for their meeting on June 23. 
Left to right, Cheryl Campbell, Jan Kolbe, and the 
Advocacy Center representative. 

We celebrated Carmen  Phil-
lips’ 97th Birthday with him 
on Sunday, July 13, between 
services. He shared his birth-
day cake with us too. Happy 
97th! 

 
From Carmen: “I want to 
thank everyone that helped 
me celebrate my 97th birth-
day, those who shared the 
cake, wrote cards, and shook 
my hand. Thank you, you are 
my friends.”  

Carmen Phillips  
Turned 97! 
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 We have not been getting much from members lately. 

We understand prices are up, but there is a great need. 

For August, we can use: PROTEINS OF ANY KIND: 

CREAMY PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED CHICKEN, VIENNA 

SAUSAGES, SPAM, MAC & CHEESE IN A CUP, HORMEL 

COMPLEATS, SHELF-STABLE MILK (like Parmalat), CEREAL, 

POP TARTS. (Please get the medium-sized jars of peanut butter and boxes of 

cereal so they fit in the Blessing Box.) Also, folks seem to appreciate the 

SMALL BOTTLES OF LAUNDRY DETERGENT we’ve been putting out, so keep 

them coming! We can always use BODY WASH OR SOAP, PAPER TOWELS, & 

TOILET PAPER Please drop off your donations in Room 5 (the Blessing Box 

Room) or the office. AND, AS ALWAYS,  NO EXPIRED, DENTED, OPENED, OR UN-

LABELED CANS, PLEASE.  
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August 2026  Newsletter Financial Data     

information as of June 30, 2026  2026        2026 

  Actual         Budget 

Month of June Contributions (Income*)   $           35,351.26    $          48,333.26  

Month of June Expenses   $           36,397.07   $          48,368.26  

Difference      $            (1,045.81)       $                 (35.00) 

     

Year to Date Income Contributions Only            $         489,913.49   $       583,950.00  

Year to Date Expenses   $         460,399.33  $       580,420.00  

Difference      $            29,514.16       $            3,530.00 

*Income does not include Missions or Endowment Interest  (Fiscal Year started July 1.)   

8/02   Artie Lawless 

8/04   Jim Dobey  

8/06   Barb Jenner  

8/06   Gene Leonard 

8/08   Carolyn Roach  

8/11   Lois McMahon  

8/11   Paula Phillips  

8/11   Joe Jackson  

8/13   Ted Lasher 

8/13   Hope Markley  

8/15   Alec Gilmore  

8/15   Loretta Tidwell  

8/18   James Phillips  

8/28   Maddie Beiter (6!) 

8/29   Friskey Kennedy 

8/04 Linda & Weldon Hyde 

8/06 Chet & Cheryl Campbell 

8/14 Chris & Elaine Klein  

8/23 Jim & Judy Bilyeu 

8/27 Gary & Susan Boyles 

8/30 Paul Hancocks & Mark Thomas 



 

 

GREETINGS FROM UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH!  

 

Now that August is here, we hope you are looking forward to our Annual Rummage 

Sale on Saturday, August 1st, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Come enjoy shopping and take 

time to stop by the coffee shop for our famous Orange and Cinnamon rolls and a cup of 

coffee. Lunch will be served starting at 11:00 with Sloppy Joes's, chips, and a drink. We’ll have brownies for dessert 

too. 
   

Help will be needed after the sale at 1:30 to pack up items left over from the sale, to take down tables, and to set up 

Becker Hall for Sunday services. 
 

Bazaar workshops are still ongoing each Thursday morning from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.   

Just a reminder for anyone making items at home for the Bazaar, they can be dropped  

off in the Quilt Room downstairs on any Thursday. Please bring them in by mid- 

September, if possible. The Annual Holiday Bazaar will be held October 3rd. Keep an 

eye out for more information. Also, start thinking about what kind of baked goods  

you'd like to contribute to the Bakery booth or what sort of pies you want to make  

for the lunch.   
 

Proceeds from both the Rummage Sale and the Bazaar go toward the many Mission  

projects the UWF supports in the Community and beyond. .  
 

NEEDED FOR BAZAAR: 

People to make jam or jelly. We have almost 100 quart and pint jars. If you’re willing, stop by the Quilt Room on 

Thursdays and pick your jars up. 
 

For questions or comments, call President Judy Bilyeu at 479-876-2345 or 721-9460.  
 

Dates to Remember:  

August 1st  7:30 am Rummage Sale set up 

August 1st  8:00 am - 1:00 pm Annual Rummage Sale  

August 1st  1:30 pm Rummage Sale teardown & Becker Hall reassemble 
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NO 
August 

UWF Circle 
Meetings 
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The Bella Vista Garden Club presents a check for $1,000 
to the Bella Vista Memorial Garden Cemetery on July 7, 
2026. (Marian Lawless is third from the left on front row.) 

Look who was in The Weekly Vista:  
Bella Vista Garden club presents check to 
Bella Vista Memorial Garden Cemetery 

Submitted Photo 

July 15, 2026 by Staff Reports  

SANCTUARY DISCO 
NOW CLOSED 

 

BIG, BIG, HUGE THANKS 
to all the men who     
assembled the scaffold-
ing, ascended to the ceil-
ing and got the flashing 
party lights in the Sanc-
tuary turned off. Sorry, 
no more strobe light 
Sunday services!  

 Missions Team member, Shari Vermett, helped bag 
up food on July 29 for Cooper Elementary School 
kids’ families in need for the last time this summer. 
School will resume soon as will the Snack Packs. 
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We’re Here to Serve You 
 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Allen Crum  
allen.crum@arumc.org   (479) 445-0968 

Church Administrator - Amy Gilmore 
Church Secretary - Andrea Fobes 

Music Ministries Director - Lamar Puckett 
 

 

Office Phone: (479) 855-1158 
www.fumcbellavista.com 

facebook.com/fumcbv 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday  
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

***NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  
MONDAY, 8/17***  

First United Methodist Church  
20 Boyce Drive  

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

As a church family, we lift each other up in prayer for both our joys  
and our concerns. Send your Praises and Prayer requests to  

Pastor Allen at his email: allen.crum@arumc.org or call him: (479) 445-0968.  
You can also call the church office (479) 855-1158, email our secretary, 

Andrea, at: andrea@fumcbellavista.com or stop by 20 Boyce Dr.  
You may also complete a Prayer Request Card in the Narthex or Becker Hall  

and drop them in the Prayer Boxes there. They are checked during office hours.  

A FEW WAYS WE SUPPORT EACH OTHER: 

FICTION: 
 

THE GUEST BOOK by Sarah Blake 

BIG SKY by Kate Atkinson 

CHILD’S PLAY by Danielle Steel 

SANTA CRUISE by Fern Michaels 

EDGE OF DANGER by Jack Higgins 

THE CHOICE by Nicholas Sparks 

EVERY BREATH by Nicholas Sparks 

MAY THERE BE A ROAD by Louis L’Amour 

THE WALKING DRUM by Louis L’Amour 

MRS. LINCOLN’S DRESSMAKER by Jennifer Chiaverini  

 

LARGE PRINT FICTION: 
 

MIXED BLESSINGS by Danielle Steel 

 

NON-FICTION: 
 

THE LINCOLN CONSPIRACY by Brad Meltzer 

Book Nook:  
in the Church Library 

NEW BOOK ADDITIONS 

http://www.fumcbellavista.com
https://facebook.com/fumcbv
mailto:ron.hayes@arumc.org
mailto:andrea@fumcbellavista.com

